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cliffe, which not only created the light infantry division of the Peninsular War, but was the introduction of a new form of discipline different altogether from that of the time, and destined, like many products of Moore's mind, to be vindicated by the course of history, the very stars in their courses fighting in its behalf.
It is clear indeed that Moore must have been for some time in consultation with the officers at headquarters on the necessity for the formation of a body of light infantry. I think that he had had several conversations with them in London, very probably caused by his rather startling statement that the most efficient body of the kind we were likely, after all our war experiences, to possess was Lowe's battalion of Cor-sicans. The first actual document that I know of which introduces the subject is an order of Moore's at Chatham, in which he publishes a Horse-Guards order of the loth January 1803. This order announces that the 2nd battalion of the 52nd Regiment is to become the 96th Regiment, and that transfers of officers between the two on certain assigned conditions are to take place. This was followed by a second order of i8th January, announcing that the 52nd was to become a corps of light infantry, and that men were to be selected accordingly from the two battalions, so that, the 96th being constituted as a line regiment, and soon afterwards sent off to Ireland, the 52nd should be supplied with men suitable for light infantry work.1
From this time Moore's correspondence is full of the subject. His constant anxiety is, in the first
1 Given in  Captain Moorsom's  " Historical  Record  of   the  52nd Regiment" (Oxfordshire Light Infantry), 1860, p. 61. camp at Shorn-                                              EApril 1802.
